OBEDIENCE REQUIRED - SMALL THINGS NOT EXEMPT

The Lord has a subtle way of letting us know that are daily priorities and plans are
not in agreement with His priorities and plans for our day. As Christians, we should seek
to dwell in a place of continuous obedience to His will. In Exodus 32:29 (amplified),
Moses told the Levites “[ . . By Your obedience to God’s command] you have
consecrated yourselves today [as priests] to the Lord, each man [at the cost of being]
against his own sons and his own brother, that the Lord may restore and bestow His
blessing upon you this day.” Where there is obedience to the will of the Lord, we are to
believe in faith for our restoration and blessing. When we have been disobedient, we
must repent, submit our will to the Lord anew and return to the last known offense to
correct it. Only then can we expect to receive His restoration and His blessing in our

lives.

Satan uses “obvious” traps to tempt us into disobedience, such as pride, greed,
lust, etc. When we have matured to a level that allows us to identify his traps early on and
boldly declare the Word in our situation, he changes tactics. He will resort to use of any
tactic necessary to block our blessing - even our desire to love and serve others. Yes,
loving and serving others is what we are called to do as Christians. But, obedience to the
will of the Lord is paramount even when love and service of others is our desire.
Listening for and obeying the leading of the Holy Spirit in our daily walk, even in the
small things, is imperative to ensure a continual flow of blessings in our lives.

Have you ever planned every detail of a party or get together, only to find that everything
goes wrong at the last minute? You invite ten of your closest friends to your home to
enjoy your specialty — grilled, marinated steaks. You find ten lean grilling steaks at the
grocery store that have just the right amount of marbling, and you just know the tither’s
blessing is upon you when you learn they are on sale. You prepare the best marinade you
have ever made — just the right amount of spice and precisely the right amount of oil to
ensure the steaks will be moist and tender. You carefully marinate the steaks for two
days, remembering to turn them every four hours. You remove the steaks from the
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refrigerator exactly fifteen minutes before your guests are scheduled to arrive so they
have ample time to come to precisely the right temperature. The grill is clean, the gas
tank is full and you have preheated the grill to the proper temperature for optimum flavor
and texture, The side dishes are prepared and will be a perfect compliment to the flavor
of the steaks. The table is set and everything is going just as you planned. Then, it all
starts to unravel.

The family dog smells the marinated steaks, and they are irresistible to him. He
decides to watch them for you, and patiently waits under the table like a sentry on duty.
But, looks are deceiving. If you could know his thoughts, you would see that it is a set-
up. He is thinking about how good the steaks will taste when they touch his tongue and
settle in his belly. You are so busy making sure that everything is going according to your
perfect plan that you fail to notice the drool pooling on the ground under his chin. He is
laying in wait hoping you will be distracted. If only the phone would ring! Then comes
his golden moment of opportunity. You turn and walk toward the house, and in those few
seconds he jumps up, grabs the steaks and gobbles them down. When you come back, the
steaks are gone and the family dog looks at you like he is very sorry, vet so very satisfied.
Dinner is ruined and your perfectly executed plan is in total chaos. Ten guests, who have
been thinking about how wonderful your specially marinated steaks will taste, will now
be very disappeinted. Your intent was to show your love and appreciation to your guests
by preparing them a great dinner. Why did this happen? Then, you remember the still
small voice that urged you to buy the ingredients to make Lasagna and a fresh salad. You
were 50 fixated on preparing steaks, that you chose to disregard the still small voice and
made a bee line for the meat case. Fear washes over you, as the doorbell rings. You shake
your head and think, “If I had only listened to the still small voice!”

In Proverbs 16:9, we are reminded, “A man’s heart plans his way, But the Lord
directs his steps.” In all that we do, we must seek the will of the Lord and follow His
directions. We must remember that the still small voice we hear urging us to do
something that may not make sense to us, is the voice of the Lord. The Lord knows all
and sees all, and He truly knows best. Even situations that we believe should be of no
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